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Abstract: Open and Personal: Economic Intelligence Methods for the Middle
East by Dr. Gil Feiler

The nineteen nations of the Middle East and North Africa (MENA) present a market
of nearly 300 million, this figure will double in twenty-five years. The region is home
to roughly 65 percent of the world’s proven oil reserves and 30 percent of its proven
natural gas rcserves.

Despite these facts, Western businessmen, decision makers and other interested
parties who aim to gather micro information from open sources face many difficulties
and obstacles.

The goal of this paper is to introduce the steps necessary to locate the most reljable,
accurate and up-to-date information in the region. This paper will address the
following issues:
e Availability of open sources in the region. (local press, information centers, on-linc
vendors, Intemnet etc.) .
* General content advantages and disadvantages of using theses sources. (biased
information, state controlled economies and press, censorship, reliability)
® Technical difficulties and obstacles for Western users (language barriers, indexing,
software)
» How to use open sources appropriately for your organization’s needs?
¢ Methods applied to overcome various barriers.

The paper features scveral specific case studies to illustrate the difficulties of

obtaining information in the region and methods to gather necessary materials from
open sources,

/03



Eurointel '98 PROCEEDINGS 1 st Annual Conference & Exhibit European Intelligence

& European Electronic Security: Open Source Solu - Link Page

Previous Eurolntel '98 Golden Candle Awards,

Next Eurolintel '98 Maj Mats Bjore, Swedish Armed Forces, Open Sources and Methods for the Military,

Return to Electronic Index Page



	EuroIntel '98 PROCEEDINGS 1 st Annual Conference & Exhibit European Intelligence & European Electronic Security: Open Source Solu
	EuroIntel '98 Cover, Appreciation, Contents,
	EuroIntel '98 Program Schedule,
	EuroIntel '98 Exhibitor Contact Information,
	EuroIntel '98 Speaker Biographic Information,
	EuroIntel '98 Speaker Contact Information,
	EuroIntel '98 Robert David Steele, Strategic Issues in National and Regional Intelligence and Electronic Security--A Few Thoughts,
	EuroIntel '98 Philippe Clerc (France), Economic Intelligence,
	EuroIntel '98 Theodor W. Schlickmann, Commission of the European Communities, Ensuring Trust and Security in Electronic Communication,
	EuroIntel '98 Alan Fry, QPM, Deputy Assistant Commissioner, Metropolitan Police, London, Open Sources and Law Enforcement--Learning Curves and Pain Barriers,
	EuroIntel '98 Danielle Cailloux, Beligian Observations on Intelligence Oversight and and Strategic Opportunities for Change,
	EuroIntel '98 Arnold E. Donahue (ex-OMB), Intelligence Resource Management: Balancing Spending Between Spies, Satellites, and Schoolboys,
	EuroIntel '98 Richard Horowitz, Esq., Economic Espionage and Open Sources: Legal and Security Implications for Planning,
	EuroIntel '98 Golden Candle Awards,
	EuroIntel '98 Dr. Gil Feiler, Open and Personal: Economic Intelligence Methods for the Middle East,
	EuroIntel '98 Maj Mats Bjore, Swedish Armed Forces, Open Sources and Methods for the Military,
	EuroIntel '98 Captain Patrick Tyrrell, OBE MA LLB RN, Open Source Intelligence: The Challenge for NATO,
	EuroIntel '98 Mike Brenton, Sterling Software MEMEX, Applying Existing Commercial Technologies to Optimise Acquisition and Exploitation of Multiple Sources of Information,
	EuroIntel '98 Osvaldo Cucuzza (Italy), Globalization: Consequences and Risks,
	EuroIntel '98 Stephen Arnold New Trends in Automated Intelligence Gathering Software,
	EuroIntel '98 Marc Borry & Pierre Sohl, Electronic Sources & Methods, A Belgian Perspective,
	EuroIntel '98 Dr. Andrew Rathmell & Dr. Bhupendra Jasani, The Revolution in Space-Based Imagery,
	EuroIntel '98 Nate Boyer, U.S. One-Meter Imagery, Canadian Radar Imagery, and Other Considerations for European National and Business Intelligence,
	EuroIntel '98 Dr. Andrew Rathmell, Assessing the Information Warfare (IW) Threat from Sub-State Groups,
	EuroIntel '98 Ruben Rodriguez, Jr., The Internet and Missing Children: Video Summary,
	EuroIntel '98 Frans-Jan Mulschlegel, EUROPOL, Internet Search Tools and Search Techniques: From a User's Point of View,
	EuroIntel '98 Yves Baumelin (France), From Black to White to Grey: The Realities of the International Investigative Marketplace,
	EuroIntel '98 Robert David Steele, Recommended Approach to Creating an Open Source Capability,
	EuroIntel '98 Overview of Open Sources & Services,
	EuroIntel '98 Open Sources and Military Capabilities,
	EuroIntel '98 Concise Directory of Selected International Open Sources & Services,
	EuroIntel '98 Open Source Intelligence: An Orientation for Law Enforcement Professionals,
	EuroIntel '98 Robert David Steele, Talking Points About Hackers,
	EuroIntel '98 Robert David Steele, Recommended Reading About Hackers,
	EuroIntel '98 Robert David Steele, The Military Perspective on Information Warfare: Apocalypse Now,
	EuroIntel '98 Robert David Steele, TAKEDOWN: Targets, Tools, & Technocracy,
	EuroIntel '98 Robert David Steele, INFORMATION PEACEKEEPING: The Purest Form of War,
	EuroIntel '98 Alvin Toffler Keynote Address on Open Source Information, National Security, and National Competitiveness (2 November 1993),
	EuroIntel '98 Andrew Shepard, Central Intelligence Agency, Intelligence Analysis in the Year 2002: A Concept of Operations,
	EuroIntel '98 Jan Leijonhielm, Defense Research Establishment, Sweden, The Critical Role of Open Sources and Products in Economic Intelligence Cooperation Between Government and Industry--A Swedish Example,
	EuroIntel '98 Jean-Marie Bonthous (France), Culture: The Missing Intelligence Variable,
	EuroIntel '98 Philippe Baumard (France), Learned Nations: Seeking National Competitive Advantages Through Knowledge Strategies,
	EuroIntel '98 Permanent Intelligence Oversight Committee, Belgium, 1997 Assessment: Four Years of Oversight and Recommendations,
	EuroIntel '98 1994 Annual Report of the National Security Service, The Netherlands,
	EuroIntel '98 Federal Bureau of Investigation (FBI), Innocent Images: Online Child Pornography & Child Sexual Exploitation Investigations,
	EuroIntel '98 Administrative Materials,


